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HE approach of the holy season of Advent with all 
its beautiful lessons reminding us of the necessity 


of making our souls a fit dwelling place for the Prince 
of Peace, whose temporal advent is so soon to be cele- 
brated, suggests to me the propriety and necessity of 
correcting the many misstatements which were so per- 
sistently made during the course of the war about the 
attitude and actions of the one whom Catholics recognize 
and revere as the personal representative on earth of 
the Prince of Peace, our Holy Father, the Pope. 

Every day at Mass the priests of the diocese beg the 
Good Shepherd that He would look down in mercy on 
His servant, Benedict XV, whom He has appointed to 
rule over His Church, and grant that both by word and 
example he may edify all those who are under his charge, 
so that with the flock committed to his keeping he may 
at last arrive at everlasting life. To him in the person 
of Blessed Peter did the Lord give the charge and guid- 
ance of all who belong to the Flock of Christ on earth, 
and his honor is our honor and what reflects on him 
deeply concerns each one of us. These incorrect and 
misleading statements have not only prejudiced the minds 
of many of our non-Catholic citizens, but have deeply 
wounded us; and hence I have concluded to notice them 
in this pastoral letter. 

Although the-signing of the recent armistice is by no 
means the last scene in the awful tragedy of this world 
war, yet we may be well assured that peace has come. 
The war, its conduct, its successes and its failures will 
for many years be the subject of dispute and discussion, 
and while there may be honest differences of opinion 
regarding the compelling motives and actual causes of 
the struggle, yet I am sure that with us in the United 
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States there will be universal agreement on one point: 
we have a higher, fuller and nobler appreciation of jus- 
tice, right and humanity as applied to national life. 

I freely confess that I have not always been able to 
approve the policies and conduct of Mr. Wilson, par- 
ticularly in his handling of the situation in Mexico. But 
I am very glad of the opportunity to pay a tribute of 
sincere admiration of the high courage shown by him 
at a time when men, so justly inflamed against the in- 
human conduct of the German invaders of Belgium and 
France, were clamoring for reprisals and vengeance. He 
then calmly declared that the United States would be 
party to no policy which did not recognize and assert the 
eternal principles of justice and fair-dealing. He plainly 
stated that no peace was possible so long as the auto- 
cratic power of the Kaiser remained; that the people 
must have the right to select the form of government 
which they desired; that the intolerable custom so long 
prevailing, whereby in secret session of so-called peace 
congresses the representatives of irresponsible autocrats 
decided the political future of States, must cease; that 
for the future arbitration and not the sword must decide 
international difficulties; and that to this end a high 
court representing all the nations must be created with 
power to compel the submission of disputed questions and 
enforce compliance with its decisions, and that Germany 
must be a member of it. 

One of the happy results which I fondly anticipated 
from this war was the dispelling of religious prejudices 
and antipathies, and a broader and more tolerant spirit 
in the matter of religious differences. I am not quite 
sure that my happy anticipations will be realized, for 
when this terrible war involved us I was persuaded that 
the necessity for harmony and united effort which was so 
imperatively demanded by the war would have had the 
effect of causing writers and speakers to exercise a little 
care to avoid wounding the feelings of Catholics in this 
country. I sincerely regret to say that my hopes in this 
matter have not been realized. 

It is unquestionably true that in Georgia we have had 
few public attacks on the Church and its members, but 
the only reason is that the chief offender has been denied 
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the use of the mails by the United States Government 
on account of the traitorous and treasonable utterances 
of his publications, and yet when these treasonable words 
were published broadcast throughout the district, and 
while he had been compelled to stop publishing his pa- 
per and magazine, he came out as a candidate for Con- 
gress and appealed for the support of the voters solely 
and entirely on the ground of his opposition to the Cath- 
olic Church, and he was very nearly elected. There 
are twelve counties in the Congressional District ‘and 
this man carried six of them. : 

If the Catholics in this country had shown any dis- 
position to shirk their duty or had been laggards in 
coming to the help of the Republic one might have 
understood, and perhaps excused, such attacks, but the 
official records show that while they do not number 
one-sixth of the population they furnish thirty-five per 
cent of the army and probably forty per cent of the 
navy. I am making no claim for the loyalty of Cath- 
olics that I do not willingly acknowledge holds good 
for Protestants, Hebrews, and men with no religious 
connections, but I am rather surprised when I see the 
magnificent work done for our soldiers by the Knights 
of Columbus co-operating with the Y. M. C. A., the 
Hebrew Association and the Salvation Army, to find 
no trace of any activities on the part of the Knights 
of Luther or the Guardians of Liberty. I may add that 
a number of instances have been observed where per- 
sons who had been foremost in anti-Catholic bigotry 
were found to be slackers or traitors. Every Catholic 
Bishop in the United States has publicly proclaimed to 
his people the duty of sustaining the Government and 
has encouraged enlistment and done all possible to make 
each Liberty Loan a_ success. 





Tur CHARGES AGAINST THE Popr. 


It is not my purpose in this letter to take up and 
refute all the absurd and malicious charges which have 
been made against the Church and her creed. I pro- 
pose to confine it to a defense of the conduct of the 
Pope during the war. The charges to which I refer 
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may well be reduced to these three questions which all 
of us heard very often: “Why doesn’t the Pope inter- 
fere and do something?” “Why doesn’t he protest 
against the horrible conduct of the Germans in Bel- 
gium?” “The Pope is pro-German, of course; that is 
plainly seen in the Peace Note.” 

Before entering upon a denial of these charges, for 
all of them are false, it may not be without service to 
say a word about the position of the Pope. It is one 
of the doctrines of the Catholic Church that the Pope 
is the successor of St. Peter and the Vicar on earth of 
Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; that he is the 
visible head on earth of the Catholic Church, and as 
that Church numbers among her children more Chris- 
tians than all the rest of the believers in Christianity, 
the Pope is the Supreme Spiritual Head cf the oldest 
and largest Christian Church. This fact might have sug- 
gested to the critics the propriety of abstaining from 
wounding the feelings of Catholics by these public at- 
tacks on their religious belief. 

I might here add that among the subjects of the Cen- 
tral Empires (Germany and Austria) the Pope counts 
57,000,000 Catholics, and among the Allied Powers 
there are found 111,000,000 Catholics; which fact might 
suggest the possibility that the sympathies of the Pope 
might, with considerable reason, be expected to incline 
to the Allies rather than the Germans. 

The peoples of the Allied countries and Central Em- 
dires have their national aspirations, views and ideas, 
which are sure sooner or later to come into conflict. 
Could the Pope reasonably be expected to take a de- 
cided stand when such a clash comes, and thus involve 
himself in the turmoil and troubled sea of political ac- 
tivity? The only lamp for his feet and the only guide 
for his conduct are the everlasting Law of God and the 
Divine teaching of the Gospel of Christ: His only aim, 
to safeguard and defend the purity of faith, and to pro- 
vide for the salvation of the flock of Christ, committed 
by Him to his care and guidance. 

History tells us that there was a time when the Pope 
was recognized as the final arbiter, and men looked to 
him to defend the weak and restrain the strong. At 
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that period Europe was morally and religiously one vast 
land owning the jurisdiction and paying reverence to the 
person of a Supreme Religious Teacher ; there were com- 
mon principles of morality everywhere recognized; 
identical standards of right and wrong were acknowl- 
edged; Christendom had a real existence as one body, 
and of this body the Church was the conscience. But 
the Reformation changed all this; new religious sys- 
tems sprung up where the authority of the Supreme Re- 
ligious Teacher was no longer recognized, and under the 
influence of doubt cast on the principles of truth and 
justice the conscience was weakened in private life and 
became inoperative in public. 

So today a public conscience no longer exists and the 
decision of great international questions is made depend- 
ent on political expediency, the balance of power, dynas- 
tic considerations and the like, and does not rest on the 
eternal principles of right and wrong. What political 
slavery and despotic rule have been imposed on the 
people by political congresses of the nations! 

The latest tribunal is the Hague Convention, and at 
that Convention, among other things, the neutrality of 
Belgium and solemn guarantee of its integrity were again 
proclaimed. The Pope (Leo XIII) was specially in- 
vited by the Queen of Holland to send a representative 
to the Congress, but he was not permitted to send one, 
in fact he was rather: ostentatiously told that he was 
not wanted there. It is not without interest today to 
read the protest which Leo XIII made: “This injustice 
we cannot bear in silence. What hostilities may we not 
dread on the part of those men when they are not afraid, 
before all Europe, to attack the sacredness of the rights 
and duties that naturally belong to the Apostolic office? 
And yet whatever the future may bring forth they will 
find in us, by the Grace of God, neither connivance nor 
fear.” This protest was made in December, 1899. In 
fifteen years one of the high contracting nations basely 
broke its plighted word when the Kaiser invaded Bel- 
gium. France and Russia were then at war with Ger- 
many, and the world knows how England kept the faith 
ef her solemn word and for Belgium’s sake has lavished 
the blood of her best and immense resources. But there 
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was not a Power in Europe that protested against this 
crime of the century. Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Hol- 
land, Switzerland and Spain were silent, but there was, 
thank God, one voice raised in protest against this mon- 
strous act. The Pope, whose predecessor had not been 
allowed to attend the Conference, would not connive at 
the infraction of law and had no fear to express his dis- 
approval. Benedict XV protested, and he alone pro- 
tested among the neutrals. I will take up this question 
further on and I merely refer to it here in response to 
the query, “Why doesn’t the Pope do something?” 


THE Pope’s PEACE EFForTs. 


His very first message to the world after his election 

was a pleading letter to all the warring nations begging 
them in the name of God and for the sake of humanity 
to put an end to the war and bring peace to the world. 
te strove to induce them to proclaim a truce during 
the days when the whole Christian world was celebrat- 
ing the birth of the Prince of Peace. In January, 1916, 
he again sent a letter imploring men to cease warring and 
restore peace. In February he ordered a day of prayer 
to be observed throughout the entire world on which 
God’s mercy was implored and He was entreated to 
bring peace. In May he ordered a fast of three days 
for the same purpose, and there has scarcely passed a 
month since the war commenced that the Pope has not 
made every endeavor to put an end to it. 

But the Pope did not confine his activities to these 
means. His heart was touched by all the horrors and 
miseries of this dreadful struggle, and in Decembe:, 
1914, he communicated with all the belligerents and 
begged them to enter into an agreement to exchange all 
prisoners who were unfit for further military duty, and 
as the suggestion of the Pope was favorably received, 
thousands of permanently disabled soldiers were. thus 
exchanged. Then the Pope proposed that soldiers who 
were not permanently disabled, but were unfit for service, 
might be interned in Switzerland and Holland. I have 
read official statements to the effect that about 10,000 
French soldiers were thus interned. He also made an 
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effort to have wounded soldiers who had families return 
to their homes. 

He sent money, clothing and food to prisoners from 
either side and sent instructions to the Bishops of the 
European countries to do everything in their power 
for any prisoners who might be kept in their territories. 
In order to relieve the dreadful anxiety of mothers, 
wives and families who heard of loved ones “missing,” 
he instituted bureaus in the Vatican and at Vienna, 
Friburg and Paderborn, for the purpose of tracing these, 
and in a report made public more than six months ago, 
it is shown that over 100,000 cases were investigated. I 
happen to have been brought into some relation with this 
charity, as a Canadian Orangeman asked me to com- 
municate with the Vatican and seek information about 
his son, who, during the unfortunate Dardanelles cam- 
paign, was reported “wounded and missing.” The Pope 
found the boy. 

“Why doesn’t he protest against the conduct of the 
Germans in Belgium?” Well, the King and Cabinet of 
Belgium have publicly thanked the Pope for having so 
protested. Cardinal Mercier thanked him also for his 
protest. In a public address the Pope used these words: 

While not inclining to either party in the struggle, We 
occupy Ourselves equally in behalf of both, and at the same 
time We follow with anxiety and anguish the awful phases 
of this war and even fear that some ‘time the violence of 
attack exceeds all measure. It belongs to the Roman Pontiff 
whom God has made Supreme Interpreter and Vindicator 
of the Law to proclaim before all men that no possible reason 
can make lawful any violation of justice. 

The Belgian Minister addressed a note to the Car- 
dinal Secretary of State asking him if the violation of 
justice of which the Holy Father had spoken had rei-° 
erence to the German invasion of Belgium. The Car- 
dinal Secretary of State replied, and from his letter I 
quote the following: 

The German Chancellor himself recognized that in the 
invasion of Belgium was committed a violation of neutrality 
contrary to international law, justifying it merely on the 
score of military necessity. It is true that Germany has 
since published documents by means of which she claims to 
prove that previous to the war Belgium had failed in the 
duties of neutrality, which at the time of the invasion no 
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longer existed. It was not the business of the Holy See to 
decide questions of history; nor for its purpose was there 
any need of such a decision. Even admitting the German 
point of view, it must always remain true that on the con- 
fession of her own Chancellor Germany went into Belgium 
with the consciousness of violating its neutrality, and there- 
fore committed an injustice ... The violation of the neu- 
trality of Belgium, carried out by Germany on the admis- 
sion of her own Chancellor contrary to international law, 
was certainly one of those injustices which the Holy Father 
strongly reprobated. The Pope sent a_ strongly-worded 
protest to the Bavarian Government against the deporta- 
tion of Belgians, and in deference to this protest 13,000 
Belgians were returned to their homes. 


In July, 1915, Pope Benedict XV said to Mr. Laudet: 
“T strongly condemn the martyrdom of the poor Belgian 
priests and so many other horrors on which light has 
been cast.” Cardinal Mercier told the Belgians what the 
Pope had done for them and he added: “If after all this 
Belgium is not satisfied I am afraid her spiritual piety 
tempts her to excess of spiritual hunger,” and he adds 
that in giving him his photograph the Holy Father wrote 
on it, “We assure you that We are always with you, and 
that We share your grief and anguish inasmuch as your 
cause is Our cause.” 


THE Pope’s “Pro-GERMANISM.” 


They have said that the Pope is pro-German as his 
Peace Note shows. Without entering into the relative 
merits of the issues involved would it not be more 
likely from a purely human standpoint that the Pope 
would lean toward the side on which so large a majerity 
of Catholics was found? And as we have seen while 
the Central Powers have 57,000,000 Catholics, the Allies 
count 111,000,000 of the Pope’s spiritual children. 

If one word or act of the Pope could be quoted by 
Germany to show that the Pope was favorable to the 
Kaiser’s cause, we may rest assured that it would have 
been published all over the Empire. Well, there have 
been, I admit, a considerable number of things said in 
Germany about the attitude of the Pope. Let me quote 
a few of these. The well-known Evangelical leader, 
Herr Lahusen, wrote: 


We will not forget that the strength of Prussia and of 
Germany lies in the Gospel. As Frederick William I said, 
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“We here are Protestants to the bone, and Bismarck’s 
phrases are still true about the Evangelical Protestant 
Kaisertum.” We do not interfere with our Catholic brethren 
letting themselves be guided in their faith by the head of 
their Church, but we in Germany want nothing to do with 
the Holy Father who would have a say in our politics. We 
want nothing to do with a mediator to give us peace; we 
want to win our peace with the sharp sword which was 
dedicated by Luther. 


The semi-official Cologne Gazette said: 


Whereas in the spring of 1915 the Vatican Court was 
almost unanimously against Italy’s entrance into the war, 
but was nevertheless neutral, today in consequence of the 
untiring propaganda of the Allied Powers, the majority ot 
the authoritative personages at the Vatican may be de- 
scribed as in full agreement with the Italian policy. 


The Vossische Zeitung said: 


What really plays the authoritative and decisive role at 
the Vatican is Italian nationality, which is closely allied to 
the French. They feel, think, and work there as Italians 
and Romans. It is hopeless to think of paralyzing the anti- 
German Romanism of the Vatican. 


The Hamburger Fremdenblatt said: “The one belligerent Power 
against which the Vatican has protested is Germany.” 


A writer in the Cologne Gazette, speaking of the re- | 
joicings in Rome at the capture of Jerusalem, said: 


The Pope has been rather hasty in his expressions with 
regard to Jerusalem. He would do better:to remember that 
the war is not yet over, and a return to former conditions 
is not impossible. German Catholics, even those most faith- 
fully devoted to the Vatican, cannot help being unpleasantly 
astonished when they see how the Papal authority has 
compromised itself. 


The European correspondent of the Chicago Tribune 
of February 17, 1918, said: 


These utterances of the Pope have excited a perfect 
storm of protest in Germany, where even Catholic news- 
papers complain that they are hardly consistent with the 
neutrality which the Pope has until now observed. 
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We are told, however, that the pro-German senti- 
ments of the Holy Father are clearly shown by his 
Peace Note. The war came to rather an abrupt end, as 
it seemed to most of us. We could hardly credit the 
news that Germany had sent word to the President of 
the United States that it accepted the conditions laid 
down by him, and we could scarcely believe the goo 
tidings, and I suspect that that we were only convinced 
when the news came that Marshal Foch, who happens 
by the way, to be a spiritual subject of the Pope, told 
the Germans what they must do to secure a cessation 
of hostilities. I am rather inclined to think that the 
following resumé would be accepted by most Americans 
as embodying the essential part of Mr. Wilson’s ideas: 


The moral force of right must replace the material force 
of arms. There must be a just agreement on the simulta- 
neous and reciprocal diminution of armaments. Instead of 
armies there must be arbitration with sanctions to be set- 
tled against any State that should refuse to submit inter- 
national questions or abide by the decision. Belgium must 
be evacuated and France as well, and damages must be 
ascertained and paid. In all questions a spirit of equity 
and justice must prevail with concessions on both sides. 
The freedom and community of the seas must prevail. 


And yet these are textual quotations from the Peace 
Note of Benedict XI’. When I hear these foolish yet 
malicious charges about the pro-German feelings of the 
Pope, I recall the words already quoted from the Ham- 
burg paper: “The one belligerent Power against which 
the Vatican has protested is Germany.” 


Ir Was A “PROTESTANT WAR.” 


At the commencement of this letter I said that there 
would be many diverging views as to the compelling 
causes of this dreadful and sanguinary war. I do not 
suppose that many intelligent people believe that the 
murder of the Austrian heir to the throne was the real 
cause of the war; that it was the occasion of it may be 
admitted. Though it may not seem to be in keeping with 
the intent and purpose of this letter to speak of the 
causes of the war, yet I am quite sure that the view 
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that I entertain on this question wiil, when examined, 
show a very close connection with them. But whatever 
views may be held on the origin and causes of the war, 
there can be no room for doubt that those who are re- 
sponsible for it will have to render a dreadful account 
before the eternal bar of God’s inexorable Justice. And 
it is also evident that if its causes can be traced to cer- 
tain principles, no more conclusive proof of their danger 
and falsity could well be brought forward. I suspect 
that in Belgium, England, France, Italy and the United 
States there is a well-settled conviction that. the vaulting 
ambition of the Kaiser in his insane dream of a world- 
wide Empire had much to do with the origin of the war. 
| have not the slightest doubt that he could have pre- 
vented the war had he so desired. How faz his respon- 
sibility for it goes only God can decide. But while not 
disposed to minimize his share in its origin I am clearly 
of the opinion that the real causes must be sought else- 
where, long before his day or reign; though I am not 
prepared to say that his adoption or rather acceptance 
of certain principles increases or relieves his respon- 
sibility. 

Before presenting my. views on the causes of this war 
let me give the opinions of some gentlemen whose posi- 
tion and character justly entitle them to a hearing. I 
will quote a very well and favorably known Protestant 
minister of New York whose reputation for integrity 
and intelligence is well established, and who most as- 
suredly has never been accused of any undue partiality 
to the Catholic Church, the Rev. Dr. Cadmaw He said: 


This war is a Protestant war, having its origin in the 
historic home and center of Protestantism, and unless the 
168, more or less, religious sects now camouflaging under 
various denominational titles throughout the United States 
become Catholic in their Protestantism they cannot control 
society in the interest of the Kingdom of God. Incontro- 
vertible history bears out the fact that Protestantism origi- 
nated in Prussia and at that period of the Reformation all 
authority was placed in the State. Until then the cure of 
souls had been in the hands of the Church. To speak of 
the cure of souls in connection with the Protestant clergy 
of today is a joke. They have no authority over souls what- 
ever. One hundred and sixty-eight of the sects are in the 
United States, with perhaps another one starting in Boston 
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this afternoon. Instead of the Divinity of the Church was 
established the Divinity of the State. To a great many 
people today the flag represents more than their religion. 
For over 700 years the Papacy was the only tribunal of 
justice in Europe. From the standpoint of history we have 
never vindicated the theory that Divinity comes from the 
State and not from the Church. Martin Luther took author- 
ity from the hands of the Pope and gave it to the King. 
Since then we have simply deluged the world with war. 
Why should men be killed for the Divinity of the State 
more than the Church? I am not a Catholic and never 
expect to be a Catholic. But with the Kaiser representing 
Protestantism I would rather be with his Holiness the Pope. 
If Christian doctrine is to be revived we must remember 
there is a hell. We abolished hell too soon, so we had to 
have another hell created—Belgium. We cannot forget that 
the home of historic Protestantism is the source of the 
present war. If there had been one Church instead of 168, 
things might have been different. In Germany the schools 
and universities have been controlled by the State. If we 
wish to preserve our religion we must have a universal re- 
ligion. It must embrace the world, not provincial, and it 
must not be subservient to the Divinity of the State. 


The Rev. Dr. McGiffert of the staff of the Union 
Theological Seminary of New York, a very well-known 
Protestant minister and theologian, said: 


It was not the desire of Luther to save the world but to 
save himself. He had the modern idea of safety first, and 
that idea centered around himself. He did not leave the 
Catholic Church on account of intellectual difficulties. He 
was no modern man. He left because he wanted freedom. 
Luther in many of his relations was the most intolerant 
man that ever lived, after he had freedom from fear, from 
self, from law, from Sacraments and from Church. The 
Reformation, which he helped, made it possible for nations 
to develop. Nationalism has come out of the Reformation; 
but the Reformation must be held responsible for the wars 
of modern times. He proved to himself and others who 
have os him that the Catholic Church is the religion of 
control. 


It is one of the greatest boasts of Germany that she 
is the product of the Reformation. Before the Refor- 
mation era, as I have already stated, the Pope was recog- 
nized as the Supreme Court of Arbitration. Since the 
Reformation in the Protestant countries of Europe, the 
spiritual power has been made subject to the civil au- 
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thority. And now expediencey is the rule of political 
action. The complete supremacy of the State has been 
everywhere proclaimed and gradually it has been as uni- 
versally recognized and admitted. I may mention here 
the fact that during the war suspicion was roused 
against many native-born Germans, who had spent the 
greatest part of their lives in this country, precisely be- 
cause we felt that with most of them there was a double 
allegiance. We were convinced that this principle of 
Kaiser-worship or State-worship was so deeply rooted 
in them that it was impossible for them to be loyal to 
our Government in this war with the Kaiser. While 
it might be difficult to find in Germany today even one 
man who believes in all of Luther’s teaching, yet there 
is a general and widely spread acceptance of his political 
doctrine regarding the supremacy of the State. Schools, 
colleges and universities, all under State-control, unite 
in inculcating this pernicious and disastrous doctrine. An 
evidence of this spirit is shown in the actions of so many 
Lutheran preachers joining with university professors in 
defense of the Kaiser’s policy and supremacy. While 
on this subject let me recall some historical facts which 
may have been forgotten. 


GERMANY’s War ON CATHOLICISM. 









Nearly fifty years ago the newly established German 
Empire entered upon a struggle with the Catholic 
Church. The State found the Lutheran clergy ready to 
accept the supreme authority of the Kaiser, and in 1871 
Bismarck entered on a campaign against the Catholic 
Church in Prussia, which was afterwards waged in 
Baden, Hesse and Bavaria. The German Empire had 
just been established and Bismarck was engaged in ef- 
forts to consolidate it and enlarge its powers. As a 
Conservative he had fought the Liberal party, but now 
he found a strong support in the Reichstag among men 
of different parties, and the only opposition to his cen- 
tralizing and despotic rule came from Windthorst and 
the Centrist party. I do not think there can be any’ doubt 
that Bismarck was possessed with the idea of establish- 
ing a great Protestant empire in the very home and 
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center of the Reformation, and I believe that he was 
convinced that the so-called “old Catholic party” would 
greatly aid him by forming a National German Catholic 
Church, which he could make use of against the Center 
party and the Pope as well. 

One of his first acts in the contest was to abolish 
the Catholic Section of the Department of Worship and 
turn over its functions to a board, the majority of whose 
members were Protestants. He then expelled the Jesuits, 
Redemptorists, Lazarists, Fathers of the Hoiy Ghost and 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart from Germany. He tried 
by legislative enactments to make the Bishops of Prussia 
independent of the Pope, and the priests independent of 
the Bishops, and all of them entirely subservient in all 
things to the State. When any member of the Catholic 
clergy was appointed to a position it was required: 
(1) He must be a German; (2) He must have received 
his education in a German college and must submit to a 
State examination in philosophy, history, classics and 
German literature; (3) He must have his name presented 
to the President of the Province in which he is to offi- 
ciate; (4) He must await the approval of the civil au- 
thorities before entering upon the duties of his office. 
The seminaries in which such of the clergy were edu- 
cated must be under the control of the State, and the 
colleges must be closed. As the higher schools of learn- 
ing in Germany were almost every one under the control 
of men who did not believe in Christianity, we can read- 
ily see what was the purpose of this legislation. And 
yet it will hardly be credited that the subserviency to 
the State, or perhaps the intense anti-Catholic feeling of 
the Lutheran clergy and people, was so great that no 
word of protest came. The necessary result of this legis- 
lation would have been to compel the Catholic Church to 
accept as the teachers of her clergy men who were ra- 
tionalists or agnostics. The Government then impris- 
oned Bishops and priests for not obeying this iniquitous 
legislation, and tried to depose Bishops and decreed that 
only those who were in favor of the law could be their 
successors, and that those of the clergy who opposed 
these measures might be expelled from the Kingdom. 
Finally in June, 1875, a law was passed which practically 
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sequestrated all church property (Catholic) in Prussia. 
Of course it is a matter of history that Bismarck was 
defeated and compelled to submit to the repeal of all this 
outrageous legislation. He “went to Canossa.” 

In commenting on this struggle in Germany forty-odd 
years ago, an English writer, Mr. Allies, remarked that 
the entire intellect of Northern Germany had been per- 
meated by the false and dangerous teaching of Kant, who 
taught that the mind could know no truth absolutely: 
that there was no knowledge beyond the limit of experi- 
ence. And hence if man could have no knowledge of 
spirit it was foolish to speak of the Incarnation and Re- 
demption and a future life of rewards and punishments. 
for there was no supernatural order possible in this sys- 
tem. The result of this teaching in the schools and vni- 
versities of Germany, all of which were under direct 
State control, was inevitably rationalism and infidelit» 
in matters of religion, and the absolute supremacy of 
the State not alone in civil or political affairs, but in a‘i 
affairs. 

An absolutely necessary result of the principles of 
the Reformation in the domain of faith has been infidel- 
ity, religious anarchy, rationalism, Deism, and indiffer- 
ence. For as “Faith then cometh by hearing” and the 
principles of the Reformation made each one teacher and 
pupil, faith became impossible and the inevitable result 
was, as mentioned above, infidelity, rationalism, indiffer- 
ence, etc. As an evidence of the truth of this I may 
mention that the London Times said forty-odd years ago, 
and it is as true now as then, that Berlin with a popu- 
lation of about a million souls had church accommoda- 
tions for only about 25,000 of her Protestant population 
and the churches were nearly all empty, and that nearly 
every Protestant man of intellect in Germany was a ra- 
tionalist. 


THE SUPREMACY OF THE STATE. 


If the result of the Reformation principles in religious 
questions has been so disastrous, it has been no less 
disastrous in political affairs. It has made the State ab- 
solutely supreme, a sort of “present God.” To this abso- 
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lute authority blood is due on the field of battle and con- 
science is subject in the home, at its bidding every man 
must surrender his profession, his home and his convic- 
tions; for the State is the only possible possessor of 
right. This theory has been taught in primary schools, 
colleges and universities in Germany. Given a man like 
the late Kaiser and such a view of the State and you 
have the cause of the late war. We need not be sur- 
prised then to hear an intelligent American Protestant 
like the Rev. Dr. Cadman say, “This is a Prctestant war 
having its origin in the historic home and center of Prot- 
estantism.” 

May I not add before concluding that it does not seem 
likely that the principles against which nearly fifty years 
ago Pius IX and Leo XIII fought such brave battles 
would gain the support of Benedict XV today? The late 
Kaiser, a fervent follower of the principles of the Refor- 
mation, sought to apply these principles of the absolute 
supremacy of the State to the affairs of Germany and 
Europe with the result known to all. We realize how 
true were the words of Dr. McGiffert: “The Reforma- 


tion must be held responsible for the wars of modern 
times.” A year ago in a public lecture I said: 


With the defeat of Kaiserism and the elimination of the 
Kaiseristic deity, who is not the Christian God, the princi- 
ples of the Reformation will have received a fatal blow. 
Were Luther alive today he would be found among the 
most loud-mouthed defenders of German policy. 


To some it may seem strange to find a Catholic Bishop, 
in a letter addressed to his flock, quoting a Socialist, but 
I remember that it was said many hundred years ago 
by a heathen, “It is well to be taught even by an enemy,” 
and I trust that my dislike of his economic teaching will 
not blind me to a recognition of the truth of statements 
made by him. The Labor Leader, an English Socialist 
paper, said: 


When all the terrible carnage is over there will be few 
who will have less reason to be ashamed of the part they 
have played than the Pope. In face of all mother-countries 
or countries which call themselves mother, the Pope has 
shown. himself today the Father of men. You alone recall 
the laws of human brotherhood. I ask you to accept the 
homage of my respect. 
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To me it is an honor as well as a duty to defend him 
when so unjustly attacked, for in common with my fel- 
low-Catholics all over the world I recognize in him the 
Vicar on earth of. the Eternal Prince of Peace. I do 
not expect that my many non-Catholic friends will ac- 
cept our belief, which is, however, so well grounded on 
the inspired words of Holy Scripture, regarding the 
Primacy of the Pope; but I would ask if it is too much 
to expect that they will do justice to his untiring efforts 
to secure peace and relieve some of the very distressing 
features of the war; and recognize that the statement 
made that he did nothing by way of protest against the 
gross injustice of Belgium’s invasion, and that he was 
pro-German during the war as shown in his Peace Note, 
is absolutely without foundation. In conclusion may I 
venture to add a word suggested by the last sentence? 

Is it too late to express a hope that with the Peace so 
soon to be proclaimed at Paris in the Congress, may 
come another Peace in the United States? Protestants, 
Catholics and Jews have gone “over there” and side by 
side have slept in huts and on the bare ground, and 
side by side they have stood in the trenches, side by side 
they have gone “over the top,’ and side by side they 
have died in “No Man’s Land.” When their surviving 
brothers come back home, why cannot they side by side 
help to build up this glorious land of ours? Why can- 
not they shoulder to shoulder help to make this country 
what it ought to be—a land where there shall never be 
discrimination against a man socially or politically, or 
in any way, on account of his religious belief? I can 
assure my non-Catholic fellow-countrymen that in seek- 
ing to obtain this happy result they will always have the 
earnest and loyal support of the spiritual children of the 
Pope. 















The Holy Father and ‘‘Defeatism”’ 


From the Catholic War News Service. 


Since the publication of the appended letter from the 
Holy Father to the Cardinal Secretary of State, the 
reply of his Holiness to the persistent false rumors cir- 
culated not in Rome alone, but throughout Italy, that 
the downfall of Austria was a cause of bitter regret to 
the Supreme Pontiff, an incident has occurred that has 
an application to the whole world. 

It will be remembered that the Italian defeat at Capo- 
retto was attributed, by violent anti-Papal propagandists 
and others, including the New York Tribune, to the 
direct influence and defeatist policy of the Vatican. The 
insinuation was believed by none save those who had a 
direct object to achieve in spreading this malicious false- 
hood. Nevertheless, it was spread and spread assidu- 
ously and, as in the case of the Tribune, it was impos- 
sible to have a refutation published. But with a dra- 
matic suddenness the blame for the Italian defeat has 
been shifted to quite other shoulders, and, without going 
into the matter at all, it remains to be proved that this 
last placing of the blame is yet to be disproved. 

At the sitting on the Italian Chamber of Deputies on 
November 23, Deputy Marquis Centurione, who was ac- 
cused of shadowing the Socialists, took the floor at the 
opening of the session to make an explanation. With 
great warmth the Marquis Centurione launched his 
charge at the Socialists: 


Yes, it is true that I shadowed the Socialists, being 
convinced that the responsibility for the Caporetto disaster 
rested upon them and that they also incited the Turin riots. 
I disguised myself as a workingman in order to attend So- 
cialist meetings. As the result of my work I can now state 
that the Socialists did prepare the Caporetto disaster. Con- 
sequently. I formally charge with treason ex-Premier Gio- 
litti, Deputy Falcioni, Under-Secretary in the last Giolitti 
Cabinet, Socialist Deputies Sciorati and Degiovanni, Chiara- 
viglio [Giolitti’s son-in-law], and Senator Panizzardi, Sena- 
tor Cofaly and Senator Frattati. 
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This accusation called forth an instant uproar, and an 
investigation was demanded by Giolitti, a demand that 
was granted by Premier Orlando. The results of this 
investigation will furnish some interesting comment upos 
the so-called defeatist policy of the Vatican and the fan- 
tastic charges that were trumped up in that connection. 


Benedict XV and the Peace Conference 


AN ENcYCLICAL LETTER. 


ENERABL E Brothers, Health and Apostolic Bene- 
diction: That which the entire world has so long 
sighed for, what Christianity implored with so much 
fervent prayer, and what We, the interpreter of the sor- 


row of all, with the heart of a father, continually kept 
asking for, has come in a moment. The clang of arms 
has ceased at last. It is true that peace has not yet for- 
mally put an end to the war. However, with the armis- 
tice, which has meantime suspended carnage and devas- 
tation by land, sea and air, the road to peace is for- 
tunately clear. 

In order to explain-such a sudden event several causes 
might be adduced. But if we want to seek the principal 
cause, we absolutely must look to Him who governs all 
occurrences, who led to mercy by the continual prayers 
of the good, granted humanity to withdraw from so 
many struggles and so many causes of anguish. There- 
fore, while giving thanks to the goodness of the Lord, 
we rejoice at the many imposing demonstrations of piety 
that have been held throughout the Catholic world for 
the purpose. 

Now it remains to us to beg of Divine Clemency that 
the great favor granted to us may have. its crowning 
success. Within a short time the delegates of the several 
nations will unite in solemn congress for the purpose 
of giving to the world a just and lasting peace. They 
will accordingly have to come to decisions of such grave 
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importance and of so complex a nature as were never 
before taken by any human assembly. 

It is then not necessary to point out how imperative 
it is that they receive light from above in order to exe- 
cute properly their mandate. And since there is ques- 
tion of decisions that concern the weal of all humanity 
to the highest degree, without any doubt all Catholics, 
who are in conscience bound to favor order and the 
progress of civilization, have the obligation of invoking 
the Divine aid for those who take part in the Peace Con- 
ference. We wish this duty to be remembered by all 
Catholics. Therefore, Venerable Brothers, in order that 
the fruit of the approaching congress may be: that great 
gift of heaven, which is true peace founded upon the 
Christian principles of justice, it will be your care to an- 
nounce public prayers in each parish of your respective 
dioceses in that form which you will consider timely, to 
implore for it the light of the Heavenly Father. 

As far as We Ourselves are concerned, representing, 
however unworthily, Jesus Christ, the King of Peace, 
We shall use all the influence of Our apostolic ministry 
so that the decisions that may be arrived at for the pur- 
pose of perpetuating tranquillity, good order and con- 
cord in the world may be accepted and faithfully fol- 
lowed everywhere by Catholics. 

As a token of heavenly favor and as an earnest of 
Our benevolence, We impart to you, Venerable Brothers, 
to your clergy and people the Apostolic Blessing. 

Given at St. Peter’s, Rome, December 1, 1918, in the 
f.fith year of Our Pontificate. 


BENEpIcT XV, P. P. 











